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Context
Site Location

“The suburb of Lilyfi eld is located in the geo-
graphic heart of the Leichhardt Local Government 
Area.

The suburb is bisected by the City West Link, the 
light rail line, and dominated by Callan Park
to the north. Most of Lilyfi eld has a character 
which is marked by the consistency of style, form 
and
materials of its residential building stock.

The southern part of Lilyfi eld, which is located 
south of the City West Link, is known as the ‘Cath-
erine
Street Distinctive Neighbourhood’. The landform is 
this area is gently undulating and falls, gradually,
towards Whites Creek to the east and towards the 
City West Link to the north.”*

Intersection between Lonsdale and City West Link.
Source: Google Street View

Intersection between Catherine st. and City West Link.
Source: Google Street View
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 *Excerpt of Leichhardt Development Control Plan 2013
(Amendment No. 5) 
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Context
Planning Strategies - Metropolitan Plan

A Metropolis of Three Cities- The
Greater Sydney Region Plan guides the
metropolitan land-use planning and
infrastructure delivery by the state
government.

The suburb of Lilyfield is located within
the Parramatta Road Corridor linking
Sydney CBD to Parramatta. The
guidelines of Corridor Renewal aims to
facilitate the delivery of the WestConnex
Motorway and urban residential
renewal.

Metropolitan priorities for the Central Sub region (Source: Draft Metropolitan Strate-
gy for Sydney, pg.82)
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Context
Planning Controls - Leichhardt Council DCP 2013

 *Excerpt of Leichhardt Development Control Plan 2013
(Amendment No. 5) 
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Context
LDCP 2013 - Catherine Street Distinctive Neighbourhood

Catherine Street Distinctive Neighbourhood (Source:Leichhardt DCP 2013 , pg.270) The Peripheral Sub Area (Source:Leichhardt DCP 2013 , pg.275)
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Context
Site Context

 *Excerpt of Leichhardt Development Control Plan 2013
(Amendment No. 6) 

“The area making up the ‘Catherine Street’
Distinctive Neighbourhood was subdivided
following the suburban expansion of Leichhardt
during the early 1900s.

The Peripheral Sub Area consists of the length
of the City West Link west of Catherine Street to
the junction of Balmain Road, and from this
point on Balmain Road south to the intersection
with Moore Street.

With the introduction of the nearby Lilyfield Light
Rail stop, and the mix of commercial and
residential uses in this area, there is potential
for Council to make provision for future multi-
unit development around this node.

The location, and mixed residential/commercial
character of the road, lends itself to higher
density development.”*
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Context
Site Context

“The area making up the ‘Catherine Street’
Distinctive Neighbourhood was subdivided
following the suburban expansion of Leichhardt
during the early 1900s.

The Peripheral Sub Area consists of the length
of the City West Link west of Catherine Street to
the
junction of Balmain Road, and from this point on
Balmain Road south to the intersection with
Moore Street.

With the introduction of the nearby Lilyfield Light
Rail stop, and the mix of commercial and
residential uses in this area, there is potential
for Council to make provision for future multi-
unit development around this node.

The location, and mixed residential/commercial
character of the road, lends itself to
higher density development.”*

View 2

View 3

View 1

View 4
Source: Google Street View

View 5
Source: Google Street View

Catherine Street neighbourhood map view
Source: Google Earth
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Context
Site and Context Analysis

AMENITY

Developments in dense urban centres usually have 
limited availability to open space, however this 
development proposes communal open space at the 
rear of the site. This provides a private landscape 
for the residents of the development hidden from 
the public domain. This has a positive effect on 
the local environment as it creates a green barrier 
between the proposed development and the single/
double storey dwellings behind it.
The proposed development is within walking/ driv-
ing distance of the following:
-Lilyfi eld Light Rail Station and IGA
-0.9km / 11 min walking to Annandale Norton Public 
School
-1.3km / 3 min drive to Bicentennial Park, Glebe. 
1.2km/17 min walking to Rozelle Bay
-0.5km Rozelle Hospital. 1.6km/5 min drive to Leich-
hardt Park
-0.9km / 11 min walking to Sydney Bus Museum
-0.8km / 10 min walking to Sydney Secondary 
School.
-0.4km / 4 min walking to Bowling & recreation park
The proposed development will have views of the 
Harbour bridge and Iron Cove. 

STREET ACTIVATION
The new development will signifi cantly increase the 
amount of active street frontage, not only to Brenan 
St but also to Russel St & Lonsdale ST. As  outlined 
in the Urban Study the lane way is undesirable and 
in need of gentrifi cation. The activation of the lane-
way along with new cross site link are ingredients 
for an improved laneway environment.

CROSS SITE LINK
A new cross site link joins Brenan St to Lonsdale 
Stree. This allows for easy pedestrian travel in any 
direction.

01: Intersection between Lonsdale and City 
West Link.
Source: Google Street View

02 : View from City west link to subject site 
Source: Google Street View
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Context
Site and Design Opportunities

FACILITY INTEGRATION

The existing site currently uses the entire rear of the prop-
erty for landscaping.  The proposal amalgamates lots 36, 
and lots 62-70. The existing exterior brick façade of the 
warehouse on Lot 36 is retained and extended to the amal-
gamated lots 62-70 to maintain the visual characteristics of 
the area.

OPPORTUNITY OF AMALGAMATION

It is important to note that the site as a development has no 
opportunity to amalgamate with the neighbouring sites in 
the south to achieve a more desirable development.
With the intention to amalgamate the developer has ap-
proached both neighbours to the south with no success. 
But the no-through street, Lonsdale Street, between the 
proposed development and the IGA can be amalgamated to 
create a plaza which can serve as a community space.

Amalgamated lots 
36,64-70

Existing double storey 
houses, lots 32,34,35 
& 37

Opportunity for future 
amalgamation
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Context
Height of Buildings

In this analysis we describe the height of
the surrounding buildings within the are.

359-365 Catherine St, Lilyfield.
Source: Google Street View

402 Catherine St, Lilyfield.
Source: Google Street View

13-29 Russel St, Lilyfield.
Source: Google Street View

72 Brennan St, Lilyfield.
Source: Google Street View

Height of buildings map

Legend
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Proposal
Council’s Initial Recommendation

Council has provided us some indicative fl oor plans achieving 1.5 to 1 FSR with desinated setbacks in 
their email dated on 10 September 2020. The revised urban report and attached amended architectural 
plans are based and then further developed with the aid of the indicative site layout plan on the right. 

Indicative site layout provided by council offi cers

In light of design measures drawn from the report, the following design considerations are included and 
elaborated in this proposal:
 •  4 live/ work units with their individual entries located on lower ground fl oor;
 •  a 3 meter wide buffer along City West Link and a 3m wide perimeter deep soil zone adjacent to adjoin-
ing dwellings to the south;
 •  Min. communal open space area required is located on ground fl oor;
so that the residential amenities can be optimised. 
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Proposal
Preliminary Massing Test

The proposed massing on the right demonstrating 
its sympathy in its height, building length and mass-
ing in the existing context. 
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Proposal 
Refi ne Building Envelope

1. 4 meters from southern site boundary

2. Retention of trees & deep soil zone

3. Enable circulations through three 
main pedestrian entries on ground level 

4. Large consolidated communal open space

5. Building A & B break-up 

6. Cut-out mass from building envelope
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Proposal
Shadow Study

9 am June 21 12 pm June 21 3 pm June 21

Based on the current building massing in a bulk form, DRA has tested zero 
overshadowing impacts (mid winter) to neighbouring properties.
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Proposal
Building Height Transition

The reduced height to no more than fi ve storeys in 
total including a lower ground level.

5
4

4

2 1
3-4
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Proposal 
Basement Floor

The proposal includes one basement level with 
provision for:
• Plant & services
• Residential parking 
• Storage
• Lift & egress/fi re stairs
• Disable, Motorcycle and Bicycle parking
• Stormwater detention
• Shared zones 
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Proposal
Lower Ground Level

The proposal includes one lower ground level with 
provision for:
• Entries for Live/work units
• Plant & services
• Residential parking on the remain two levels
• Storage
• Lift & egress/fi re stairs
• Disable, Motorcycle and Bicycle parking
• Stormwater detention
• Shared zones 
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Proposal 
Ground Floor

The ground fl oor consists of  9 units (Unit 1 - 9)
Pedestrain access and corridors act as a central 
spine.
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Proposal
First Floor Plan

The fi rst fl oor consists of  12 units (Unit 10- 21)
Pedestrain access and corridors act as a central 
spine.
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Proposal 
Second Floor Plan

The second fl oor consists of  11 units (Unit 22 - 32)
Unit 22 to Unit 27 are walk-up loft units with the en-
trance access on this level. Pedestrain access and 
corridors act as a central spine.
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Proposal
Third Floor Plan

The third fl oor consists of  8 units (Unit 22 - 27 & 
Unit 33- 34) Pedestrain access and corridors act as 
a central spine.
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Proposal
Gross Floor Area

The gross fl oor area totals to 3,213 m² over a site 
area of 2,145m², equalling a FSR of 1.50.
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Proposal 
Site Coverage

The site coverage of the complex totals 916 m², or 
43 % of the site area, in compliance with the LEP’s 
requirement of less than 60%. The landscape area 
covers 755 m² (35%) of the site area, comfortably 
exceeding the LEP’s requirement of 20%.
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Proposal
Building Separation
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Proposal 
Solar and Wind Access

Prevailing 
winds annual 
3pm

Prevailing 
winds annual 
9am
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Proposal
Natural Ventilation

“Natural ventilation is the movement of suffi cient 
volumes of fresh air through an apartment to 
create a comfortable indoor environment.
Natural cross ventilation is achieved by apart-
ments having more than one aspect with direct 
exposure to the prevailing winds or windows 
located in signifi cantly different pressure regions, 
rather than relying on purely wind driven air.”*

 *Excerpt from Apartment Design Guide

ADG CROSS VENTILATION REQUIREMENTS 
34 OUT OF 34 UNITS = 100%
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Proposal 
Solar and Daylight Access

TYPICAL LEVEL

A minimum of at least 70% of apartments in the 
building will receive at least 2 hours of direct sun-
light between 9am and 3pm at mid winter.

 *Excerpt from Apartment Design Guide



36 Lonsdale Street & 64- 70 Brenan Street, Lilyfi eld

Urban Design Report

29

Proposal
Public and Private Interface

In this analysis we depict the main public access 
to the subject site and the adjoining confi gura-
tion.
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Proposal
Building Separation
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Proposal 
Communal Open Space

Developments achieve a minimum of 50% direct 
sunlight to the principal usable part of the commu-
nal open space for a minimum of 2 hours between 
9 am and 3 pm on 21 June (mid winter)
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Proposal 
Bulk and Form

Diagram n.01
Existing Warehouse

Diagram n.01
Existing Warehouse

Diagram n.02
Current Scheme

Diagram n.02
Current Scheme
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Proposal 
View Analysis


